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that law enforcement officers make
each day for the American people.

This is now the eleventh year run-
ning that I have been involved in the
submission of this resolution to keep
alive in the memory of all Americans
the sacrifice and commitment of those
law enforcement officers who lost their
lives serving their communities. For
many years I submitted this worthy
resolution with my old friend and our
former colleague Senator Campbell, a
former deputy sheriff who was a true
leader on this issue. Both Senator
Campbell, and I, as a former pros-
ecutor, witnessed firsthand the risks
faced by law enforcement officers every
day while they serve and protect our
communities.

I also want to thank each of our Na-
tion’s law enforcement officers for
their commitment to the safety and
protection of their fellow citizens.
They are the real-life heroes; too many
of whom too often make the ultimate
sacrifice. It is important to support
and respect our State and local police
officers and all of our first responders,
and to recognize their role in upholding
the rule of law and keeping our Na-
tion’s citizens safe and secure.

Currently, more than 870,000 men and
women who guard our communities do
so at great risk. After the hijacked
planes hit the World Trade Center in
New York City on September 11, 2001,
72 peace officers died while trying to
ensure that their fellow citizens in
those buildings got to safety. That act
of terrorism resulted in the highest
number of peace officers ever Kkilled in
a single incident in the history of our
country, and is a tragic reminder of
how important it is for the Congress to
provide all of the resources necessary
to protect officers in the line of duty.

Since the first recorded police death
in 1792, there have been more than
17,900 law enforcement officers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice. We
are fortunate in Vermont that we rank
as the State with the fewest officer
deaths in history, with 19 recorded;
however, that is 19 deaths too many. In
2006, 147 law enforcement officers died
while serving in the line of duty, well
below the decade-long average of 165
deaths annually, and a drop from 2005
when 156 officers were killed. A number
of factors contributed to this reduc-
tion, including better equipment and
the increased use of bullet-resistant
vests, improved training and advanced
emergency medical care. I hope as the
110th Congress moves forward that all
Senators can work together to ensure
that all of our law enforcement officers
have the full support and resources of
the Federal Government.

I am proud of the work I have been
involved in to help make it safer on the
beat for our officers. Back in 1998, Sen-
ator Campbell and I authored the Bul-
letproof Vest Grant Partnership Act in
response to the tragic Carl Drega
shootout on the Vermont-New Hamp-
shire border, in which two state troop-
ers who lacked bulletproof vests were
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killed. Since then, we have successfully
reauthorized this program three more
times: in the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Act of 2000, in the State
Justice Institute Reauthorization Act
of 2004, and most recently as part of
the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization
Act of 2005. It is now authorized at $50
million per year through fiscal year
2009 to help State, tribal and local ju-
risdictions purchase armor vests for
use by law enforcement officers. I have
already begun to work with my col-
leagues to make sure that the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership grant program
is fully funded this year. Bulletproof
vests have saved the lives of thousands
of officers and are a fundamental line
of defense that no officer should be
without. I know I am not alone in call-
ing for the Senate to fully fund the
Bulletproof Vest Partnership program
and I truly hope my colleagues will
agree that it is critical that we provide
the funding authorized for this pro-
gram. Hundreds of thousands of police
officers are counting on us.

I am also pleased to join with Sen-
ator REED and others to introduce the
Equity in Law Enforcement Act, which
will provide parity in Federal benefits
for law enforcement officers working in
private educational institutions and
for our Nation’s rail carriers. Among
these benefits are access to grants
under the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship, and survivor benefits. All of the
men and women who serve our society
as law enforcement officers should be
equally entitled to all of the benefits
the Federal Government provides, no
matter where they serve.

National Peace Officers Memorial
Day will provide the people of the
United States, in their communities, in
their State Capitals, and in the Na-
tion’s Capitol, with the opportunity to
honor and reflect on the extraordinary
service and sacrifice given year after
year by our police forces. During the
week of May 8-15, more than 20,000
peace officers are expected to gather in
Washington to join with the families of
their fallen comrades. I hope all Sen-
ators will join me in honoring their
service by passing this important bi-
partisan resolution.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 163—DESIG-
NATING THE THIRD WEEK OF
APRIL 2007, AS “NATIONAL SHAK-
EN BABY SYNDROME AWARE-
NESS WEEK”

Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. DOMENICI, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr.
LIEBERMAN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 163

Whereas the month of April has been des-
ignated ‘‘National Child Abuse Prevention
Month” as an annual tradition that was ini-
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tiated in 1979 by former President Jimmy
Carter;

Whereas the most recent National Child
Abuse and Neglect Data System figures re-
veal that almost 900,000 children were vic-
tims of abuse and neglect in the United
States in 2005, causing unspeakable pain and
suffering to our most vulnerable citizens;

Whereas among the children who are vic-
tims of abuse and neglect, more than 4 chil-
dren die in the United States each day;

Whereas children aged 1 year or younger
accounted for approximately 42 percent of all
child abuse and neglect fatalities in 2005, and
children aged 3 years or younger accounted
for approximately 77 percent of all child
abuse and neglect fatalities in 2005;

Whereas abusive head trauma, including
the trauma known as ‘‘Shaken Baby Syn-
drome”’, is recognized as the leading cause of
death of physically abused children;

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome can re-
sult in loss of vision, brain damage, paral-
ysis, seizures, or death;

Whereas a 2003 report in the Journal of the
American Medical Association estimated
that, in the United States, an average of 300
children will die each year, and 600 to 1,200
more will be injured, of whom 25 will be ba-
bies or infants under 1 year in age, as a re-
sult of Shaken Baby Syndrome, with many
cases resulting in severe and permanent dis-
abilities;

Whereas medical professionals believe that
thousands of additional cases of Shaken
Baby Syndrome and other forms of abusive
head trauma are being misdiagnosed or are
not detected;

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome often re-
sults in permanent, irreparable brain damage
or death to an infant and may result in ex-
traordinary costs for the provision of med-
ical care to the infant in just the first few
years of life of the infant;

Whereas the most effective solution for
ending Shaken Baby Syndrome is to prevent
the abuse, and it is clear that the minimal
costs of education and prevention programs
may prevent enormous medical and dis-
ability costs and immeasurable amounts of
grief for many families;

Whereas prevention programs have dem-
onstrated that educating new parents about
the danger of shaking young children and
how they can help protect their child from
injury can bring about a significant reduc-
tion in the number of cases of Shaken Baby
Syndrome;

Whereas education programs have been
shown to raise awareness and provide criti-
cally important information about Shaken
Baby Syndrome to parents, caregivers,
daycare workers, child protection employ-
ees, law enforcement personnel, health care
professionals, and legal representatives;

Whereas ‘‘National Shaken Baby Syn-
drome Awareness Week’ and efforts to pre-
vent child abuse, including Shaken Baby
Syndrome, are supported by groups across
the United States, including those formed by
parents and relatives of children who have
been killed or injured by shaking, whose mis-
sion is to educate the general public and pro-
fessionals about Shaken Baby Syndrome and
to increase support for victims and the fami-
lies of the victims in the health care and
criminal justice systems;

Whereas Congress previously designated
the third week of April 2001 as ‘‘National
Shaken Baby Syndrome Awareness Week
2001’’; and

Whereas Congress strongly supports efforts
to protect children from abuse and neglect:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the third week of April 2007
as ‘‘National Shaken Baby Syndrome Aware-
ness Week™’;
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(2) commends those hospitals, child care
councils, schools, community groups, and
other organizations that are—

(A) working to increase awareness of the
danger of shaking young children; and

(B) educating parents and caregivers on
how they can help protect children from in-
juries caused by abusive shaking; and

(C) helping families cope effectively with
the challenges of child-rearing and other
stresses in their lives; and

(3) encourages the citizens of the United
States to—

(A) remember the victims of Shaken Baby
Syndrome; and

(B) participate in educational programs to
help prevent Shaken Baby Syndrome.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 164—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
APRIL 22, 2007, AS “WEEK OF THE
YOUNG CHILD”

Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mr. AL-
EXANDER, Mr. DoDD, Mr. BURR, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms.
COLLINS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. CORKER,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. CONRAD,
and Mrs. LINCOLN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 164

Whereas there are 20,000,000 children under
the age of 5 in the United States;

Whereas numerous studies, including the
Abecedarian Study, the Study of the Chicago
Child-Parent Center, and the High/Scope
Perry Preschool Study, indicate that low in-
come children who have enrolled in quality,
comprehensive early childhood education
programs—

(1) improve their cognitive, language,
physical, social, and emotional development;
and

(2) are less likely to—

(A) be placed in special education;

(B) drop out of school; or

(C) engage in juvenile delinquency;

Whereas the enrollment rates of children
under the age of 5 in early childhood edu-
cation programs have steadily increased
since 1965 with—

(1) the creation of the Head Start program
carried out under the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9831 et seq.);

(2) the establishment of the Early Head
Start program carried out under the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.); and

(3) the enactment of the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
9858 et seq.);

Whereas many children eligible for, and in
need of, quality early childhood education
services are not served;

Whereas only about one-half of all pre-
schoolers who are eligible to participate in
Head Start programs have the opportunity
to do so;

Whereas less than 5 percent of all eligible
babies and toddlers in the United States re-
ceive the opportunity to participate in Early
Head Start;

Whereas only about 1 out of every 7 eligi-
ble children receives assistance under sec-
tion 658C of the Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858a) to—

(1) enable the parents of the child to con-
tinue working; and

(2) provide the child with safe and nur-
turing early childhood care and education;

Whereas, although State and local govern-
ments have responded to the numerous bene-
fits of early childhood education by making
significant investments in programs and
classrooms, there remains—
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(1) a large unmet need for those services;
and

(2) a need to improve the quality of those
programs;

Whereas, according to numerous studies on
the impact of investments in high-quality
early childhood education, the programs re-
duce—

(1) the occurrence of students failing to
complete secondary school; and

(2) future costs relating to special edu-
cation and juvenile crime; and

Whereas economist and Nobel Laureate,
James Heckman, and Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
Ben S. Bernanke, have stated that invest-
ment in childhood education is of critical
importance to the future of the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning April 22,
2007, as ““Week of the Young Child”’;

(2) encourages the citizens of the United
States to celebrate—

(A) young children; and

(B) the citizens who provide care and early
childhood education to the young children of
the United States; and

(3) urges the citizens of the United States
to recognize the importance of—

(A) quality, comprehensive early childhood
education programs; and

(B) the value of those services for pre-
paring children to—

(i) appreciate future educational experi-
ences; and

(ii) enjoy lifelong success.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 902. Mr. CORNYN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 761, to invest in innovation and edu-
cation to improve the competitiveness of the
United States in the global economy; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 902. Mr. CORNYN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 761, to invest in inno-
vation and education to improve the
competitiveness of the United States in
the global economy; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of division A, add the following
new title:

TITLE VI—SKIL ACT OF 2007
SEC. 1601 SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Securing
Knowledge, Innovation, and Leadership Act
of 2007 or the ““SKIL Act of 2007"".

Subtitle A—Access to High Skilled Foreign

Workers
SEC. 1611. H-1B VISA HOLDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214(g)(b) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1184(g)(5)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘nonprofit research’ and
inserting ‘‘nonprofit’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘Federal, State, or local”’
before ‘‘governmental’’; and

(C) by striking ‘“‘or’’ at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (C)—

(A) by striking ‘‘a United States institu-
tion of higher education (as defined in sec-
tion 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))),” and inserting ‘‘an
institution of higher education in a foreign
country,”’; and

(B) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon;
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(3) by adding at the end, the following new
subparagraphs:

‘(D) has earned a master’s or higher degree
from a United States institution of higher
education (as defined in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a))); or

‘“(E) has been awarded medical specialty
certification based on post-doctoral training
and experience in the United States.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply to any petition
or visa application pending on the date of en-
actment of this Act and any petition or visa
application filed on or after such date.

SEC. 1612. MARKET-BASED VISA LIMITS.

Section 214(g) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘(beginning with fiscal year
1992)’; and

(B) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in clause (vi) by striking ‘‘and’’;

(ii) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘each suc-
ceeding fiscal year; or’” and inserting ‘‘each
of fiscal years 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007;”’; and

(iii) by adding after clause (vii) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(viii) 115,000 in the first fiscal year begin-
ning after the date of the enactment of the
Securing Knowledge, Innovation, and Lead-
ership Act of 2007; and

‘‘(ix) the number calculated under para-
graph (9) in each fiscal year after the fiscal
year described in clause (viii); or’’;

(2) in paragraph (5), as amended by section
101(a), in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b1l) or sec-
tion’ after ‘‘under section’’;

(3) in paragraph (8), by striking subpara-
graphs (B)(iv) and (D);

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (9), (10),
and (11) as paragraphs (10), (11), and (12), re-
spectively; and

(5) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing:

“(9) If the numerical limitation in para-
graph (1)(A)—

‘“(A) is reached during the previous fiscal
year, the numerical limitation under para-
graph (1)(A)(ix) for the subsequent fiscal
year shall be equal to 120 percent of the nu-
merical limitation of the previous fiscal
year; or

‘(B) is not reached during the previous fis-
cal year, the numerical limitation under
paragraph (1)(A)(ix) for the subsequent fiscal
year shall be equal to the numerical limita-
tion of the previous fiscal year.”.

Subtitle B—Retaining Foreign Workers

Educated in the United States
1621. UNITED STATES EDUCATED IMMI-

GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 201(b)(1) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘““(F) Aliens who have earned a master’s or
higher degree from an accredited United
States university.

‘“(G) Aliens who have been awarded med-
ical specialty certification based on post-
doctoral training and experience in the
United States preceding their application for
an immigrant visa under section 203(b).

‘““(H) Aliens who will perform labor in
shortage occupations designated by the Sec-
retary of Labor for blanket certification
under section 212(a)(5)(A) as lacking suffi-
cient United States workers able, willing,
qualified, and available for such occupations
and for which the employment of aliens will
not adversely affect the terms and condi-
tions of similarly employed United States
workers.

SEC.
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